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Tomato Products Imports 

Imports of both canned tomatoes and tomato paste in July 
were about double those of the same month last year. For the 
first seven months of this year canned tomato imports have ex- 
ceeded those of the corresponding period last year by over 23,- 
000,000 pounds. Paste imports have been 33,000 pounds less. 
The receipts by months are shown in the following table: 

Canned Tomatoes 


Pounds Value 
12,050,004 


5,107,259 
62,655,106 $3,711,046 4,092,110 


California Pack of Asparagus, Peas and Spinach 


The 1929 pack of canned asparagus, peas and spinach in 
California was as following, according to an announcement of 
the Canners League: Asparagus, 2,672,637 cases; peas, 33,640 
cases; spinach, 4,193,742 cases. The figures were compiled by 
the Canners League except those for the spinach pack in south- 
ern California, which amounted to 408,677 cases and for which 
the statistics were compiled by the Southern California Canners 
Association. 
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2,316,506 $219,000 
7,000,408 $46,208 583,266 56,268 q 

5 248,038 384,272 42,162 
Apri 265,842 435,023 43,651 

4, 690,852 256,087 539,000 50,421 
194,179 430,487 46,346 

Total 98,000,598 $2,262,701 4,065,296 $501,878 

1929 

601,913 858,689 117,008 
605,850 831,920 116,088 

April 7,814,409 448,300 866,077 186,149 

i 567,610 648,991 05.820 
78,760 
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Canned Food Exports in July 


Exports of canned foods in July, as compared with the cor- 
responding month last year, showed increases in meats, vege- 
tables, milk, fruits and sardines. The following table gives the 
quantity and value of the exports of individual items, as reported 
by the Department of Commerce. 


July, 192 July, 1929 
Pounds Value Pounds Value 


077,840 1,711,475 
242,540 


956.851 
00000000 134,872 35.940 222,143 
118,442 87,757 280,041 65,498 
Canned vegetation. 6,878,704 695,012 7,512,807 443,050 
Baked beans, and pork and beans 1,607,877 125,284 517,739 46,821 
600060008 292,210 23,4463 906,018 20,643 
02 332,600 24,006 1,212,827 100,545 
1,617,718 158,253 1,762,014 188,068 
710,457 52,263 248,135 20,550 
3,011,608 463,806 3,865,052 568,925 
15,327,834 1,178,045 16,154,856 1,663,784 
Apples and apple sauce .......... 510,843 85,928 496,055 21,7590 
1,002,520 110,287 1,161,408 109,006 
103,403 28,707 177,888 20,105 
6,920 255,758 15,008 
2660500666040 1,727,461 149,183 3,254,433 297,080 
362,055 40,262 570,322 66.532 
6,465,121 524,848 3,233,274 927,458 
584.208 76,3400 430,143 47,1408 
mon 


2,189,257 455,320 639,032 120,284 


Weather Conditions 


Droughty conditions that have persisted during August over 
large areas continued through the week ended August 27, with 
very little relief, except in a few rather restricted sections, ac- 
cording to the Weather Bureau. Timely and generous rains were 
very beneficial over a belt from western New York southward 
over the Appalachian Mountains to southwestern Virginia and 
in the more eastern parts of the Ohio Valley, while rains con- 
tinued rather frequent, with too much moisture in some places, 
in the more southeastern districts. Showers were also beneficial 
in much of the Carolinas, but in some Piedmont sections drought 
persists, while to the northward it was intensified in many places, 
though with local relief. 


A general rain is needed throughout the Ohio Valley, while 
the drought continues serious in most of the western Lake 
region. There was some relief in parts of Iowa, while scattered 
rains were helpful in eastern South Dakota and some places in 
Nebraska, but in general the drought continues widespread, and 
in many places serious, throughout a large area embracing the 
states between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains. 
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Most late crops have deteriorated badly, especially on up- 
lands, while the ground is too hard and dry for plowing through- 
out practically all of the interior of the country. The drought is 
unusually widespread, and was intensified in the western and 
northwestern agricultural sections by the prevailing high tem- 
peratures, 

Canning Crop Forecasts 

Crop forecasts of the Division of Crop and Livestock Esti- 
mates on beans, corn, tomatoes and peas for canning were sent 
out with last week's Information Letter in mimeographed form 
owing to the fact that the figures were not available in time to 
be printed. These figures gave forecasts of the production of 
snap beans, corn and tomatoes and a preliminary estimate of the 
production of green peas. The following table, compiled from 
the detailed statement by states, summarizes the figures for the 
country as a whole, 


* Preliminary 


Truck Crop Markets 

Forwardings of fruits and vegetables are gradually moving 
upward to their annual peak, according to the U. S. Market News 
Service. Combined movement of 28 products during the week 
ended August 24 increased to 21,080 cars, chiefly because of 
heavier output of apples, grapes, potatoes, lettuce, and plums 
and prunes. 

The movement of plums and prunes increased sharply to 
- cars, of which 445 came from Oregon and 160 from Wash- 
ngton, 

Sweet potato shipments registered some gain. Virginia in- 
creased to 250 cars for the week, and is now the leading source. 
Combined shipments from several states amounted to nearly 500 
cars. 

Peach movement decreased to 3,760 cars for the seven-day 
period. California's output decreased to 1,075 cars; Illinois for- 


he 
ed 
590 
23 
+01 
438 
‘21 
; 
68 
150 
85 
25 
07 
a4 
67 Snap beans Corn Tomatoes Peas 
rs] Acreage : Acres Acres Acres Acres 
68 28,020 215,480 255,600 168,810 
02 30,150 250,180 254,180 203,480 
80 1920 47,130 314,180 284,000 225,620 
4 Yield: Tons Tons Tons 1,000 Iba. 
43 1.6 1.0 4.5 1,987 
ces 1.7 1.9 8.8 1,808 
rT) 1920 17 2.2 4.5 1,687 
Production : 
46,000 399,000 1,444,200 917,384 
65,200 536,400 964,600 $86,245 
1920 79,200 680,100 1,280,000 *380,506 
th 
C- 
re 
‘d 
n- 
8, 
al 
it 
8, 
le 
e 
d 
n 
d 
e 
3. 


1648 INFORMATION LETTER 


warded only 1,655 and Indiana 260 cars. Movement began in 
Utah. Delaware and eastern Maryland are about done, but 
western Maryland increased to 125 cars, New Jersey to 160 and 
Pennsylvania to 175. Shipments from Virginia and West Vir- 
ginia together amounted to 225 cars. 


Grape shipments showed a considerable gain. The week's 
total of 1,390 cars, however, was still 500 less than a year ago. 
Central California increased to 1,155, Arkansas to 180 cars, and 
Missouri started about 10 to market. The Ozark crop will be 
shorter than expected and may aggregate only 800 carloads. 


California’s output of pears dropped to 879 cars, but Ore- 
gon and Washington together increased to 515 and Colorado 
shipped 130 cars. The season opened in Michigan. The week's 
movement from all shipping states was nearly 1,580 cars. Can- 
ners have been offering to contract Kieffer pears in Michigan at 
$2.25 per 100 pounds bulk. 


The principal apple shipping states last week were New 
York, the Virginias, Arkansas and northern California, and 
combined movement increased to 800 cars. Two cars were com- 
ing from eastern districts to every car from the West. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


. Total this Total test 
Commodity 18-2 season to 


Aug 24 Aug. 


Green 

Mixed fruit .... 
Mixed vegeta’ 


Peaches 


ve 


Business Conditions 

Commercial transactions during the week ended August 24, 
as reflected by the volume of checks presented to the banks for 
payment, exceeded those of either the previous week or the cor- 
responding period of 1928, according to the weekly statement 
of the Department of Commerce. 

Distribution of commodities through primary channels as 
indicated by freight-car loadings, was slightly greater than dur- 
ing the previous week and substantially higher than at this 
time last year. 


Western states ...... 262 246 250 1,255 2,734 37 
Eastern states ....... 548 430 3,656 4,036 669 
320 427 23,843 18,815 706 
77 46 9,220 400 
‘ 8 2.20 2,061 71 
74 205 6,550 6.502 468 
126 190 127 4,681 4,456 
au 524 2,851 4,380 190 
708 23,003 25,145 872 
5,758 4.401 4,261 24,552 43,788 696 
cee 21 ag 2,308 2,770 569 
: Plums and prunes ....... 6n al 2,367 4,943 205 
51 18 7.214 6,060 707 
Tomatoes 320 278 435 23,180 22,761 357 
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The general index of wholesale prices showed a further de- 
cline from the preceding week and was 3 per cent lower than in 
the same period of 1928. 

Bank loans and discounts were the same as during the 
previous week and were considerably greater than a year ago. 
Interest rates on time funds showed no change from the previous 
week, while those on call money declined, call money rates also 
being lower than at this time last year. 

Business failures were slightly more numerous than in 
either the previous week or the same period of 1928. 


Retail Trade in July 


Department store sales for July were 3 per cent larger in 
the aggregate than in the corresponding month a year ago, ac- 
cording to reports to the Federal reserve system by 523 stores 
in 229 cities. On the basis of the average per business day, how- 
ever, sales were about equal to the same month a year ago. For 
the first seven months of 1929 sales were 3 per cent larger than 
for the same period last year. Inventories of the reporting de- 
partment stores at the end of July were 1 per cent below the 
level of a year ago, according to reports from 433 stores. 


Canned Milk Stocks are Heavy 


Weather conditions during July were unusually favorable 
for heavy milk production, so that the normal decrease of July 
over June in canned milk production was not so great as in previ- 
ous years. This, combined with a higher level of production 
from January 1 to August 1, 1929, as compared with the same 
period last year, has resulted in an increased accumulation of 
stocks, the August 1 figure of 345,491,553 pounds being the 
largest ever reported, and exceeding by approximately 100,000,- 
000 pounds, or 40 per cent, the five-year average of 245,736,356 
pounds for that date, and by 113,964,869 pounds the stocks on 
August 1, 1928. The largest part of this accumulation is unsold 
stock held by manufacturers, who report a total of 253,629,021 
pounds unsold on August 1 as compared with 155,825,299 pounds 
unsold on that date in 1928, an increase of 63 per cent. 

On June 30th stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers in 
38 cities were approximately 36 per cent greater than they were 
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on the same date in 1928 and 85 per cent greater than they were 
on the date of the last report of March 31 this year. 


The heavy July production, combined with the previous ac- 
cumulations of stocks and decreased demand, caused the mar- 
kets to slow up to the extent that early in August manufacturers 
announced reductions in wholesale prices, ranging from 20 cents 
to 35 cents per case on case goods. The reductions caused the 
development of an unsettled feeling in the markets, which con- 
tinues to exist. 


Weather conditions during August have not been at ail 
favorable to a continuance of heavy production, which combined 
with the fact that the output of condensed and evaporated milk 
is subject to more control than other manufactured dairy prod- 
ucts, leads to the belief that the marked increases in production 
seen in earlier months will not continue. 

Proposed Revision of Rates Suspended 

Schedules proposing to readjust the westbound class rates 
from Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Louis and group points to the Mis- 
souri River crossings and related points have been suspended 
by the Interstate Commerce Commission. The schedules, which 
would result in increases in the existing rates and which were 
proposed to be effective August 29, were suspended to March 24, 
1920. 


Austria May Buy More Canned Fruit 


While the market in Austria for canned fruits is small, the 
United States supplies more than two-thirds of the imports. The 
Austrian fruit crop this year is very poor in both quantity and 
quality, and there are prospects for increased sales of American 
goods. The assistant commercial attache at Vienna adds that 
with the exception of asparagus, American vegetables find little 
market in that country. 


New Drying Processes Reported 

A process for drying pineapples has been developed by a 
Porto Rican after five years of experimentation, according to a 
report by the assistant trade commissioner at San Juan to the 
Department of Commerce. The owner of the patent has sub- 
mitted samples to a number of European firms and hopes to ar- 
range for distribution of the product in Spain where sdmples 
aroused considerable enthusiasm. 

The American commercial attache at Budapest reports that 
the holder of the rights for the “Niro” process for drying fruit 
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juices, milk, beverage extract, etc., has not been able to obtain 
the necessary capital to work the patent in central Europe and 
Hungary. An interesting feature of the prospectus put out in 
explaining the “Niro” process is the claim that as it accomplishes 
rapid desiccation at a low temperature, the vitamins are not de- 
stroyed and that other changes in food products, such as the co- 
agulation of albumen in milk, are prevented. 


Abstracts of Canning Technology 
With this number of the Information Letter is mailed the 
latest issue of the Abstracts of Canning Technology. If any 
member fails to receive a copy, the Association should be notified. 


New Development in Fiji Pineapple Industry 


The West Coast Pines (Fiji) Limited, of Fiji, recently or- 
ganized to operate a pineapple cannery, is reported to have or- 
dered its factory building, engine, boiler and machinery for in- 
stallation within the next few months, according to information 
received by the Department of Commerce from the American 
vice consul at Suva. 


The company expects to have the erection and installation 
completed before December, 1929, when canning operations will 
commence. It is estimated that the initial pack will total be- 
tween 1,500 and 2,000 cases, and that 500 tons of fruit will be 
available for canning in December, 1930. It is reported that the 
capacity of the plant will be 6,000 tins per day. 


Change in Rates in Northwest Suspended 


Schedules proposing to make changes effective August 30 
in the rates on canned foods between points in California, Ore- 
gon, Washington, Idaho, Montana and British Columbia have 
been suspended by the Interstate Commerce Commission until 
March 30, 1930, pending an investigation. The rate changes 
proposed would have resulted in both increases and reductions. 


Philippines a Good Market for Canned Foods 

That the Philippines are an important market for canned 
foods from the United States is shown by the export statistics 
for 1928, compiled by the Foodstuffs Division, Department of 
Commerce, according to which the Islands ranked first for sar- 
dines and fish other than salmon; second for canned sausage, 
condensed, and evaporated milk; third for canned tomatoes and 
canned apples; fourth for canned beef, peas and miscellaneous 
vegetables ; fifth for beans; sixth for canned cherries; eighth for 
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corn and soup; tenth for canned pork; and twelfth for peaches 
and pineapples. 

The low purchasing power of the majority of people ex- 
cludes any large sale of high grade canned foods although these 
foods are available for the foreign and wealthy Filipino popula- 
tion. The large demand is for the low priced article falling with- 
in the range of purchasing power of the masses. 


Tariff Bill to be Reported September 4 

The majority members of the Senate Finance Committee 
have completed their work on the administrative provisions of 
the tariff bill and the bill will be reported to the Senate on Sep- 
tember 4. Among the committee's amendments to the existing 
law are: 

Retention of the present provision for a by-partisan Tariff 
Commission of six members but adoption of language which 
would permit the President to appoint an entirely new Com- 
mission. 

Direction to the Tariff Commission for the translation of 
ad valorem rates to equivalent percentages based on U. S. value, 
these to be reported to Congress for approval. 


Repeal of the House provisions making the Secretary of the 
Treasury the final arbiter on appraisals. 

Retention of the House language conditioning executive ex- 
ercise of the flexible tariff power on differences in “conditions 
of competition” rather than on “cost of production.” 

Retention of the House provision for substitution for draw- 
back purposes. 


Publication of Interest to Canners 


Grading of dried prunes.—The Agricultural Experiment 
Station at Corvallis, Oregon, has issued as Bulletin No. 252 a 
study of the factors influencing the separation of dried prunes 
into quality grades. The publication is based on work under- 
taken in 1925 to determine the possibility of evolving a basis for 
standardizing dried prunes in which quality of product should 
be given greater consideration than is now the case. The bulle- 
tin recommends the application of a flotation principle in grad- 
ing the fresh fruit at the driers. 


